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the Legislature of Massachusetts, and in 1786 he was Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of that State. 

In 1779 he was appointed a member of the Continental 
Congress, and was repeatedly elected a member of the Federal 
Congress after the establishment of independence. 

He died on the 27th of October, 1800, aged 73. 

A monument at Shrewsbury, after giving the dates and 
details of his career, has the following tribute to his memory 
and character : — 

" Firmness of mind and integrity of purpose were charac- 
teristic of his whole life, so that he was never swayed by the 
applause or censure of man, but ever acted under a deep sense 
of duty to his Country, and accountability to his God. Long 
will his memory be precious among the friends of Liberty 
and Religion." 



MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

BY WILLIAM M. DARLINGTON. 

OF PITTSBUKGH, PA. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

John Armstrong was born in the north of Ireland in the 
year 1720. He emigrated to Pennsylvania some time between 
the years 1745 and 1748, and settled in the Kittatinny Valley, 
west of the Susquehannah River, then the frontier of the pro- 
vince. He was well educated, and by profession a surveyor. 
In 1750, when Cumberland County was formed, Messrs. Arm- 
strong and Lyon by direction of the Proprietaries laid out 
the town of Carlisle. It was resurveyed by Mr. Armstrong 
according to its present plan in 1762. In 1763 his office in 
Carlisle with all his books and papers therein was destroyed 
by fire ; a great public loss severely felt for many years after- 
wards in the adjustment of boundaries of tracts of land in the 
large district in which he was the public surveyor. In 1754 
he was sent by Governor Morris on a mission to the colony 
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of Connecticut in relation to the illegal purchase of lands 
within the Province of Pennsylvania from the Indians by an 
association of persons, in the former colony, known afterwards 
as the Susquehannah Company or Wyoming Settlers. In 

1755, at the request of General Braddock, the authorities of 
Pennsylvania agreed to open roads from Carlisle to the Three 
Forks of the Youghiogheny River, or " Turkey Foot" (near 
the present town of Confluence on the Pittsburg and Baltimore 
Eailway), and also to Wills' Creek (now Cumberland), for the 
purpose of more expeditiously furnishing supplies from the 
inhabited parts of the province to the army of Braddock 
marching against Port Du Quesne. Mr. Armstrong was the 
surveyor and one of the commissioners selected for this dan- 
gerous duty, which he satisfactorily performed. 

In consequence of the defeat of Braddock, the greater part 
of the Indians in the English interest went over to the French. 
The frontier settlements were destroyed or deserted, many of 
the settlers killed or carried into captivity. Companies were 
organized throughout the province for defence, and in that 
of Cumberland County, commanded by Joseph Armstrong, 
John Armstrong enrolled himself as a private. In January, 

1756, he was commissioned captain of a company in the 
second battalion of Provincial troops, and on the 11th of May 
was made its Lieutenant-Colonel. Colonel Armstrong urged 
as a defensive measure, which was afterwards adopted, the 
erection of a chain of block-houses, extending through the 
Cumberland Valley from the Susquehannah to the Maryland 
line. Forty miles above Fort Du Quesne, on the east side 
of the Allegheny River, the Indian villages of Kittanning, 
with their cornfields, occupied a fertile plain extending from 
the river to the base of a range of lofty and densely wooded 
hills. From the time of the migration of the Delawares 
westward from the Susquehannah, in the years 1727 to 1729, 
Kittanning was their chief town, and a great resort of the 
white traders from the east, until the descent of the French 
from Canada, under Celeron de Bienville in 1749. After 
the defeat of Braddock, bands of warriors continually issued 
from this hive, and taking the path leading southeastward 
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across the lofty mountain ridges and deep valleys (in the 
present counties of Armstrong, "Westmoreland, Cambria, Blair, 
Huntingdon, Mifflin, and Fulton), fell with relentless fury on 
the settlements in the Juniata and Cumberland Valleys. In 
the summer of 1756, Colonel Armstrong and Governor Morris 
concerted a secret expedition against Kittanning. In the latter 
part of August, troops to the number of three hundred and 
seven men, of the First Pennsylvania Eegiment, under Captains 
Hugh Mercer, "Ward, Hamilton, Potter, and Steel, and com- 
manded by Colonel Armstrong, assembled at Fort Shirley, 
the extreme frontier post (now Shirleysburg, in Huntingdon 
County), from whence they marched on the 30th inst., taking 
the Kittanning Path. At daybreak on the 3d of September, 
they surprised and attacked the Indian town, which after a 
sharp conflict was burned, and the chief warrior, Captain 
Jacobs, and about forty other Indians killed. A number of 
white persons were released. The loss of the whites amounted 
to seventeen killed, nineteen missing, and thirteen wounded ; 
among the most severe of the latter were Colonel Armstrong 
and Captain Mercer (afterwards the distinguished General 
Mercer of the Revolution). For the success of this expedition, 
Colonel Armstrong was awarded the highest praise. The 
corporation of Philadelphia presented him with their thanks, 
a piece of plate, and a silver medal, and to each of the officers, 
a medal and a sum of money. During the year 1757, he was 
actively employed in directing the defences of the frontier. 
In 1758, he was prominently engaged in the memorable and 
successful campaign of the army under General Forbes, which 
resulted in the conquest of Fort Du Quesne, where Pittsburgh 
now stands. The Pennsylvania troops numbered near three 
thousand men, the greater part forming the advance division 
under the command of" Colonel Armstrong. 1 

In 1763, the Indian War, usually called Pontiac's War, 
broke out. During its progress Colonel Armstrong collected a 
force of three hundred volunteers from the valleys of Bedford 
and Cumberland, and marched from Fort Shirley on the 30th 
of September against the Indian towns on the west branch of 

1 Commissioned Colonel May 27, 1758. 
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the Susquehannah. The savages escaped, but their towns at 
Great Island and Myanaquie, 1 with great quantities of pro- 
visions, were destroyed. 

On the 12th of July, 1774, a meeting of the citizens of the 
county of Cumberland was held at Carlisle, at which spirited 
resolutions were passed, expressing sympathy with the op- 
pressed people of Boston, and appointing a county committee 
of correspondence ; of this committee, Colonel Armstrong was 
a prominent member. His name also appears at the head of 
a committee in a letter addressed to Benjamin Franklin, 
President of the Committee of Safety, sitting at Philadelphia, 
expressing the desire and ability, if authorized, to raise a 
complete battalion in Cumberland County. On February 29, 
1776, of the six brigadier generals elected by Congress, Colonel 
Armstrong was the first. He was at the same time directed 
to repair to South Carolina and take command of the forces 
in that colony. He arrived at Charleston, in April, and 
assumed command of the troops there assembled, to defend 
that city from the threatened attack by the British fleet under 
Sir Peter Parker, which appeared off the Carolina coast on 
May 31. On June 4, Major-General Charles Lee, commander 
of the Southern Department, arrived and took the command. 
He retained General Armstrong, with eighteen hundred men, 
at HaddrelFs Point, about a mile from the Fort on Sullivan's 
Island. Its commander, Colonel Moultrie, was placed by 
General Lee under the immediate orders of General Arm- 
strong. The British fleet bombarded the fort for ten hours 
on the 28th of June, and were completely defeated. They 
attacked no other point. Thenceforward the fort was called 
Fort Moultrie, in honor of its gallant commander. 

On the 4th of April, 1777, General Armstrong resigned his 
commission in the Continental service, and on the day follow- 
ing, he was appointed first Brigadier-General of the State of 
Pennsylvania. On June 5th, the Supreme Executive Council 
of the State appointed and commissioned him Major-General 
and Commander of the State troops. General Washington 

1 At the junction of Kettle Creek with the west branch of the Susque- 
hannah. 
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wrote to General Armstrong on the 4th of July expressing 
" his pleasure at this honorable mark of distinction conferred 
upon him by the State." 

During the summer of this year, he was actively engaged 
directing and erecting and maintaining defensive works at 
Billingsport and other points on the Delaware River, and in 
frequent conferences with the State Council, at Philadelphia. 

On September 11th, at the Battle of Brandy wine, the State 
troops under his command were posted at the Ford, two miles 
below Chad's, but had no opportunity of directly engaging in 
that memorable conflict. After the retreat of the American 
army, his division was employed along the Schuylkill River 
throwing up redoubts. At the Battle of Germantown, on 
October 4th, General Armstrong was ordered by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to attack with his forces the Hessian troops 
covering the left flank of the enemy — as a diversion ; a service 
gallantly and successfully executed. 

On the 19th of the same month, he was ordered to Phila- 
delphia, to take command of the militia in case of an invasion. 

On the 20th of November, 1778, he was elected by the 
General Assembly of Pennsylvania, a member of Congress for 
the years 1779 and 1780. He was again elected for the same 
office for the years 1787 and 1788; with this last service his 
public career closed. 

In the summer of 1779, a stockade fort was erected at 
Kittanning by a detachment of troops under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stephen Bayard, who named it " Fort Armstrong," 
by order of Colonel Brodhead commanding at Fort Pitt, and 
in the year 1800 a new county was there formed, and also 
named Armstrong in honor of the general. The present 
handsome and flourishing town of Kittanning is the county 
seat. His youngest son, who bore his name, was secretary of 
war under Madison. 

General Armstrong was a member of the Presbyterian 
denomination, and was most prominent in establishing the 
first church built in Carlisle in 1757. His death occurred in 
that town, on March 9, 1795, and there in the old burying- 
ground his remains repose. 



